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Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory Arrangements of Certain Officers.
(b) and (d)
On April 15, 2020, Dr. Jane Hsiao notified the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of Cocrystal Pharma, Inc. (the “Company”) that she was resigning as a director,
effective immediately. Dr. Hsiao served on the Compensation Committee and chaired the Corporate Governance and Nominating Committee of the Board.
On April 15, 2020, the Board elected Dr. Roger Kornberg, Chairman of the Company’s Scientific Advisory Board, as a director to fill the vacancy on the Board,
effective immediately following Dr. Hsiao’s resignation. Dr. Kornberg was also appointed a member of the Compensation Committee and the Corporate Governance and
Nominating Committee of the Board. There was no arrangement or understanding between Dr. Kornberg and any other persons pursuant to which Dr. Kornberg was selected as
a director and there are no related party transactions between the Company and Dr. Kornberg reportable under Item 404(a) of Regulation S-K.
A copy of the press release issued by the Company regarding these matters is being furnished as Exhibit 99.1 to this Current Report on Form 8-K, and shall not be
deemed to be “filed” for the purposes of Section 18 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, or otherwise subject to the liabilities of that section. Furthermore, Exhibit 99.1 shall
not be deemed to be incorporated by reference into any registration statement or other document filed pursuant to the Securities Act of 1933, except as shall be expressly set
forth by specific reference in such filing.
Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits.
(d)

Exhibits

Exhibit
No.
99.1

Description
Press Release issued by Cocrystal Pharma, Inc. on April 20, 2020
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Exhibit 99.1

Cocrystal Pharma Announces Appointment of Nobel Laureate and
Scientific Advisor, Roger D. Kornberg, Ph.D., to Board of Directors
- Work completed over decades of renowned biochemist’s career serves as basis for Company’s structure-based technology which has demonstrated broad utility in
development of proprietary antivirals BOTHELL, WA, April 20, 2020 – Cocrystal Pharma, Inc. (NASDAQ: COCP), (“Cocrystal” or the “Company”), a clinical stage biotechnology company discovering and
developing novel antiviral therapeutics, announced today the appointment of Dr. Roger Kornberg to its Board of Directors. Dr. Kornberg has served as the Company’s Chief
Scientist and Chairman of our Scientific Advisory Board.
Dr. Kornberg is a member of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences and the Winzer Professor of Medicine in the Department of Structural Biology at Stanford University. He
has been a member of the faculty of Stanford University since 1978.
“Dr. Kornberg has been an integral part of Cocrystal for many years. His leadership and expertise while serving as our Chief Scientist and Chairman of our Scientific Advisory
Board have been pivotal as we’ve advanced our pipeline of first- and best-in-class antiviral drugs. We are incredibly pleased to welcome him to our Board of Directors and to
continue leveraging his knowledge and experience to identify and develop new antiviral compounds,” commented Dr. Gary Wilcox, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of
Cocrystal.
In 2006, Dr. Kornberg was awarded the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in recognition for his studies of the molecular basis of Eukaryotic Transcription, the process by which DNA is
copied to RNA. Dr. Kornberg is also the recipient of several awards, including the 2001 Welch Prize, the highest award granted in the field of chemistry in the United States,
and the 2002 Leopald Mayer Prize, the highest award granted in the field of biomedical sciences from the French Academy of Sciences.
Dr. Kornberg commented, “I am pleased to be strengthening my relationship with Cocrystal by joining the Company’s Board of Directors at this exciting time. I strongly
believe in the potential of the proprietary drug discovery platform technology and its utility in influenza, hepatitis C, COVID-19, and gastroenteritis. I continue to be
encouraged by the positive data generated to date across this rich pipeline of development programs.”
About Cocrystal Pharma, Inc.
Cocrystal Pharma, Inc. is a clinical stage biotechnology company discovering and developing novel antiviral therapeutics that target the replication process of influenza viruses,
hepatitis C viruses, coronaviruses, and noroviruses. Cocrystal employs unique structure-based technologies and Nobel Prize winning expertise to create first- and best-in-class
antiviral drugs. For further information about Cocrystal, please visit www.cocrystalpharma.com.
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